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The Box Concert-Songs from the Wilderness

Text: Kung Chi-shing

Kung was born in 1961 and raised in Hong Kong. He studied classical music
and composition in the United States with Allen Trubitt and George Crumb.
Since 1996 he has created four full-length music theatre pieces: Destiny Travels
Limited, The Floating Bridge, City Inside a Broken Sky and M Garden. Kung's
recordings on CD include Destiny Travels Limited and Bluesilence/Fishdreams.

Established in 1987 by Kung Chi-shing and Peter Suart, the Box

is one of Hong Kong’s most important alternative music groups,
emerging from the exciting music scene of the late 80s and early
9os that also produced such bands such as Blackbird, Beyond,

Tat Ming Pair, Martyr, and AMK. Kung Chi-shing is a classically-
trained musician who studied composition in the United States;
Peter Suart is a visual artist and self-trained musician —put
together, the two have sparked a mind-baffling chemistry and
eclectic dynamism that defines the spirit of The Box.

The Box explores an array of performance styles, always
emphasising a spirit of playfulness. Their music fuses a range of
idioms, from classical to popular, avant-garde to improvisation, to
create their own unique brand of music-driven theatrical concert
performances. From The Box's first performance of Side 1 (1987)
to their most recent major work, Side 14: Bluebeard (2007).

The Box has traversed twenty years of “artistic adventures” and
performed in a collection of venues, from early alternative venues
like the Hong Kong Fringe Club and City Contemporary Theatre in
Wong Tai Sin, to Shouson Theatre, Ko Shan Theatre, and finally
to the Hong Kong Cultural Centre and Kwai Tsing Theatre —in a
sense tracing the evolutionary trajectory of the local performing
arts scene in Hong Kong.

All The Box’s significant works have been abstract interpretations
of themes drawn from literature and myth: for example, Side 3 -
the Bridge is based on the story by Kafka, Side 7 — Sleeping Beauty
on Kawabata’s story House of the Sleeping Beauties and the
Sleeping Beauty fairy tale; Side 10 — Lockheadjig on the Biblical
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story of Salome; Side 13 — Beauty and the Beast on the children’s
fairy tale; and Side 14 — Bluebeard on the folkloric legend of
Bluebeard and the scenario from Bartok’s opera of the same name.
Of their fourteen music-theatre works, Side 7 — Sleeping Beauty,
is considered by Kung and Suart as The Box’s breakthrough
performance, grounding their future performance style and
aesthetic direction.

The Box Concert — Songs from the Wilderness will be an exciting
summation of twenty-two years of The Box, featuring new
arrangements of twenty-two songs from the group’s monumental
history. Performing alongside Kung and Suart will be long-term
collaborators Julia Mok and Chan Wai-fat, British guitarist Rob
Lamont and local percussionist Mo Chun-pang. The concert will
also feature special guest musicians Lenny Kwok of Blackbird,
Ah P @ Little Airport, Mininoise and Crazy Lion.

The Bookshop

Opened at the ground floor of the Hong Kong Arts Centre early
January this year, The Bookshop carries a selection of art-focused
books for booklovers — in performing arts, visual arts, photography,
design, architecture, illustration and comics, poetry, and children’s
and books on books — in both English and Chinese. Occasionally you
will also find wonderful books from other countries. The Bookshop
is run by MCCM Creations, a local small press that specialises in
visual and culture publications. '

Enquiries: 3105 0391

Blog: meembookshop.wordpress.com

Please refer to P.27 for details.

| Page.19 « HEM E * Programme Highlight




